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STRENGTHEN BUYING AND SELLING CO-OPS

AS LINK BETWERN D Tv AND VILLAGE

The first Five-Year Plan calis f£or the development of cooperatives for

. buying and selling, and of teade activities in the village.

The party and government, foliowing closely the principles of Marx and
Lenin, as well as Soviet experience in the operation of cooperatives, attach
considerable importance to +the strengthening of these cooperatives , which are
considered the basic link connecting the village with the city. Enver Hoxha,
in his report to the 1lth Plenum of the Central Committee of the People's
Party of Albenta, spesking on the directives of the Five-Year Plan, asserted:
"Special importance must be attazhed to the 2xpansion’ of trade in the village.
The supply of industrial gcods to the village must be increased. The coopera-
tives for buying and selling must he strengthened to create a closer 1ink
between city and villege."

By supplying the villages with gocds manufactured by the workers ami, in
turn, by buying farm products frem the villages, these cooperatives create a
vital bond between farmer and worker. Industrial and agricultural development
will be greatly st-engthened by fulfiiling the farmers' person.l needs and their
needs for tools of Production, on vhe ¢ne hand, and by more efficiently supply-
ing the city and wo-king.centers with farm and dairy produets, on the other.

Fational economic development calla for better organizational methods in
. order to strengthen the relationship hetween c¢ity and village and to facilitate
the'~exch'ange of goods - However, in the cperat:on of the cooperatives as the
supplier between éiﬁf and village, thers are still serious shorteomings which
have veckened seriousiy their role in atrengthening the econgnxy.'_ One of the
chiel weaknesses is that the cooperatives' function as an economic collective
organization is 7ot strongly enough felt. The organizational-prihe¢iples on which
they are founded have often beenm vislated or not fouowed.-»".l'he’asaemblieq and the
elected agencies of the cooperatives, puch as the administrative and control )
q:oun’cils and store committces, have not met the ‘obligations stipulated by their
organization statutes. Nor have théy presenved revorts of .1 the cooperatives:®
ectivities to the organs responsible for diacussion and oriticism. They have
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ness stores and not ag a form of eollective trade in the fight against specu-
lators.

As a result of organizational veakness, the volume and development of trade
conducted by the cooperatives have not met the needs and Purchaging “pover of
the rural workers. In.the cooperative stores the f_a.rmer_han not always been

farmers. At the same time, the cooperatives have not been able to buy from the
producing fermars » especially from those 1n the remoter agricultural'regiona »
all their surplus Produce. This 1s becausge organizationally the cooperatives
have been weak az burchagers and, furthermore s they did not CEITy out the gystenm
of contracting Properly, -nor did they organize properly 6 manage the Process-
ing ot farm products for manufacturing purposes.

The functioning of the cooperatives also depends on the initistive of the
personnel, as well as on the interest of membere of the cooperatives. Con-
sequently, without the genuine interest ang active participation of members in
the affairs of the cacperatives, thege institutions cannot beceme strong., The
administrative bodies of the csoperatives » by carrying out their own .obligations,
will teach che merbers to appreciate their membership and to value the advantages
or collecti_ve economy, Strengthenmg of the zooperatives for buying and gelling
is important in that it awakens in the villages the sense of collectivigm.
Stalin teaches us: "Cooperation in the field of selling, cooperation 1ir the
field of supply, and, lastly, cooperation in the field of credit apnd production
(agricultural cooperatives) is thé only reurse that leads to the improvement of
the econumic welfare of the villiage."”

The cooperatives st not 1imit theiy activity to selling Products brought
in from a distance, or 800ds supplied them by the state, but must seek to ac-
quire goods Produced by local industry andg handicraft enterprises produced under
the contract system, The cooperatives vill of courge by strengthened by the
éxpansion and introduction of a variety of enterprises in the village, including
small manufacturing plans, fruit.drying and ailk-processing esteblishments, ete.

Finally, 1t 15 important to point out that greater efforts must be mede to
train personnel for the special taske or mAnaging cooperatives for buying and
‘selling. ’ '
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